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he stories told in Genesis chapters 21 and 22 - the sending & @38
away of Ishmael and the binding of Isaac - are among the hardest to
understand in the whole of Tanakh. Both involve actions that strike us . &m

as almost unbearably harsh. But the difficulties they present go deeper
even than that.
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In his recent book on sporting heroes, The Greatest, Matthew Syed )
notes how important the encouragement of parents is to the making of ﬁ /
champions, but he adds: /0 . LA (A o @

Letting go - that is the essential paradox of parenthood. You
care, you nurture, you sacrifice, and then you watch as the little
ones fly into the great unknown, often shouting recriminations
as they depart. You will experience the stomach clenching pain
of separation, but you do so with a smile and a hug, aware that

5y W 8PN w2 PRz nR TP }
nben oy Symm namen
PINDD nbIRBI MK RS TP DR DAYk

WwmTs N8 ne M2 o

TR ®51 pant_on .nam S R

the desire to protect and love must never morph into the tyranny +7g2) N3t ST TPRY3 PSSR POTE [0
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1t is this drama of separation that Abraham symbolically enacts in his rela- s onam by B wan bn Lwon
tionship both to his father and to his two sons. In this world-transforming AYO™ NAADA TR ONY PR TPOR
moment of the birth of the individual, God is teaching him the delicate mws v pw ohan ww amde
art of making space, without which no true individuality can grow. namma TRYY  ~h Andye oy (W
in the lovely words of Irish poet John O’Donohue our challenge PR
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Life-Changing Idea #4

. L i istance that
First separate, then. cor:xr%ect, it is the carefully cahbratele d;strjt . 5by nMAP AR UBIN DREWMT WA
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